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Message from District Governor Xandy Stewart

Each year on July 1st Rotary International changes operating years,
and around the world new leadership steps-up to address goals
they’ve selected to help Rotary advance. Accepting the responsibility
for being the District Governor of District 6740 is a privilege, and I
greatly appreciate that our district has entrusted me with this position.

The first action I would like to take is to thank District Governor
Jeanne Clark for how she delivered leadership to our district during
the prior twelve months. District Governor Jeanne has done a
fabulous job of administering the demands of this district. Our district
membership has rebounded, total giving to the Rotary Foundation
has exceeded two-hundred thousand dollars, and a new club is
getting traction in Floyd County. District Governor Jeanne has served
tirelessly with purpose and persistence, and her work for Rotary will
be favorably recognized years into the future.

Addressing the specific needs of their districts are what District
Governors are asked to do. Rotary’s presence is solid in our Eastern
Kentucky communities, but we are actually under-represented as a
portion of our population. I am asking each club to grow membership
by ten-percent during the coming twelve months. Although such an
increase is not as large as our district can be, it is an aggressive step
to capitalize upon the momentum we are currently experiencing.
While growing each club is incredibly important, we also need more
clubs. Our thirty-five clubs are tremendous assets to the communities
they serve, but imagine how many of our neighboring communities
would also benefit from Rotary’s presence.

Our incoming Rotary International President, 
Stephanie Urchick, has challenged us to add 
four new clubs to our district. Just as we are 
seeing in Floyd County, we can replicate this in 
Campbell, and Carter, and Garrad, and 
Woodford, and Whitley, and on and on. 



Growing new clubs requires commitment, but commitment is one thing Rotarians pride ourselves on. Our
district is here to serve Central and Eastern Kentucky and Rotary International. We serve membership, we
serve clubs, and we serve each other. Please let me know how you believe we can grow District 6740.

Being the good Rotarians that we are, we will continue to do our part to fund the great work of Rotary
International by contributing a minimum of one-hundred dollars each to the Rotary Foundation, and thirty
dollars each to the Polio Plus Campaign. Donations to the Rotary Foundation ensures our ability to expand
our community service in the future. Our contributions to Polio Plus will help us to eradicate polio in present
time. How wonderful will it be to say “we did this”, we helped rid the world of polio.

In everything we do over the course of the next twelve months we want to be active, be visible, and be
vocal. We Rotarians are proud of what we do, we happily do all that we do, and we should take every
opportunity to remind the public how Rotary makes a positive difference in each community we serve.

It is a tremendous honor to serve as your District Governor. I thank each of you for elevating me to this
position. I look forward to visiting, and working with each club, each community, and each “Person of
Action”, both present and future, throughout District 6740.

Rotary On
Xandy Stewart, DG 2024-2025

THE SPOKE NEWSLETTER PAGE 02

Message from District Governor Xandy Stewart



THE SPOKE NEWSLETTER PAGE 03

2024-2025 Rotary Club Presidents

                   Please join me in welcoming, and also thanking, our Club Presidents for 2024-2025

Jonathan Couch- Ashland
Robin Roseberry- Augusta
Charles Hoffman- Berea
Stephen Scalf- Carlisle

Lisa Kersey- Corbin
Shane Noem- Covington
Mark Stifford- Cynthiana

Duke Hamilton- Falmouth
Joe Gulley- Fleming County

Ian Addington- Florence
Kelli Martin- Floyd County

Heather Schreader- Georgetown
Jerry Blanton- Harlan
Daryl Parker- Hazard

Angela Hagedorn- Kenton County
Bret Anderson- Lexington

John Simson- Lexington After Hours
Ellen Norvell- London

Beverly Scarberry- Louisa
Kavin Cartmell- Maysville
Annette Hines- Morehead

Rebecca Cooley- Mt Sterling
Larry Prinssen- Nicholasville

Jeania Perry- Paintsville
Todd McConnell- Paris

Novella Froman- Pikeville
Terry Pannell- Pineville
David Ward- Richmond

Timothy Gampp- Russell
James England- Somerset

John Adams- Somerset-Pulaski
William Stafford- Stanford

Cheryl McGraw- West Liberty
Tiffany Craft- Whitesburg
Carson Hunt- Winchester

                   Serving as Rotary Club President demonstrates commitment to “Service Above Self”.
            All of us in District 6740 thank you for your commitment and leadership, have a magical year!



THE SPOKE NEWSLETTER PAGE 04

District Governor Xandy’s Club Visit Schedule



Are You a

5 Star Club?
(Criteria Revised July 1, 2024)

To receive recognition as one of our district’s prestigious 5-Star Clubs, your club must meet a set of
standards which go above and beyond what is expected from clubs in our district. This honor announces to
Rotarians throughout the district that your club has met the highest standards in Rotary.

To be recognized on this level, a club must meet a total of 15 out of the following criteria in the Five
Avenues of Service. While each of the Five Avenues of Service must be represented in that total of 15,
those with in red are mandatory. While some of the same criteria may show up in more than one
category, no criteria can be used twice.

These activities must be able to be documented in the Rotary year July 1, 2024 – May 1, 2025. The
recipients for this award will be recognized at the District Conference in Chattanooga in May 2025.

Club Service
Show 10% increase in membership by May 1, 2025. This is based upon starting membership
numbers as of July 1, 2024.
Show increase in the number of Paul Harris Fellows
Show increase in the number of Paul Harris Society members
Show increase in the number of women in the club
Maintain or create a FB page
Maintain or create a club newsletter
Be an “Every Rotarian, Every Year” club
Show an increase (from last Rotary year) in TRF Annual Fund giving of 10%
Show an increase (from last Rotary year) in PolioPlus giving of 10%
Current President attended PETS
At least one club member attended RLI
Club sponsors a Rotaract

Community Service
Participate in a minimum of 3 Rotary community service projects this year
Initiate a brand new Rotary community service project
Partner with another community organization on a project
Partner with another Rotary club (in or out of district) on a project
Promote the work your club is doing to the community through social 

      media or other communication channels
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International Service
Participate in a Global Grant
Participate in a Heart to Heart project in Mexico
Purchase at least one Shelter Box
Hold a World Polio Day activity/event/program
Sponsor a club member to the Rotary International Convention
Support a Rotary Peace Fellow
Host a Rotary Youth Exchange student (long or short term)
Send a student to a foreign country as part of RYE

Vocational Service
Present a special program at a club meeting during Vocational Service Month (January) on that theme
Honor a non-Rotarian businessperson in your community for their service
Create a “Take a Student to Work” day
Invite a member to do a “Classification Talk” to promote vocational awareness in your club
Organize a tour of a member’s workplace to recognize the value of a vocation
Invite members of Rotaract or Interact to a special vocational meeting
Post the Four-Way Test on a prominent billboard in your community
Sponsor a Four Way Test Essay contest in a local school
Sponsor a Career Day for students at a local school
Honor a “Community Business Partner of the Year”
Sponsored a networking event to attract new members

Youth Service
Host a young person through Rotary Youth Exchange
Send a young person to another country through RYE
Sponsor a student to participate in the Rotary Short Term Exchange program
Involve young people in a service project
Sponsor an Interact club
Sponsor a student essay contest on “Service Above Self” or the 4-Way Test
Award a young person a college scholarship
Sponsor a Career Day for students
Send a student to RYLA
Sponsor an Empowering Youth program (boys or girls)
Partner with an Interact club on a service project

*Submit your club’s self-nomination before May 1, 2025!
Send to me at xandy.stewart@gmail.com

Becoming a 5-Star Club is not easy – it was not intended to be! This honor will recognize the most
progressive, active club or clubs in our district.

Questions? Give me a buzz!
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The Magic of Rotary
By Stephanie Urchick, Current RI President

The Magic of Rotary can have its greatest impact when Rotary members and community leaders come
together to solve problems and transform lives. That magic starts with you, and now is the time to put it into
action.

You have the power to bring about positive change, both in your club and in your community. When we move
into the future united in a common purpose, there’s no limit to what we can achieve.

Sincerely,
 

Stephanie A. Urchick 
2024-25 President
Rotary International
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Membership Update
By: Jeanne Clark, PDG
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Rotary Sidebar
By Jeanne Clark, PDG

In 2023-24, 18 clubs in Rotary District 6740 donated toward ShelterBox. This reflects a total
giving of $20,000 toward this special project.

Hopefully, the clubs in our district will continue or increase their support for ShelterBox in
2024-25! The following information is an update on where your dollars went in 2024-25 

specifically in Ukraine and Gaza!
 
ShelterBox exists to ensure no one is without shelter after disaster. We often work in places that others
don’t, making sure that we reach families who need support to take the next step in resuming their
livelihoods and rebuilding their communities.

Everyone deserves a place to call home. Right now, more than 100 million people around the world
have lost their homes to disaster and conflict. We are working to change this. By providing
emergency shelter, tools, and household supplies to displaced families after disaster, we enable
families to begin to rebuild and recover, transforming despair into hope.

Ukraine
The brutal conflict in Ukraine has left millions of people with no safe place to call home. Innocent civilians are
being killed, and families and lives are being torn apart.

Now, two years after the start of the war, millions of people are in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.

ShelterBox is giving people thermal blankets, clothing, and emergency repair kits. These items will help
people fix damaged roofs, seal windows and doors, keep the heat in, and make homes watertight.

But, many people are still living in damaged buildings with limited supplies. As the conflict continues on, we
need your help to continue responding.

ShelterBox has helped more than 120,000 people affected by the war in Ukraine. We’ve supported people
displaced within Ukraine and refugees who crossed the border into Moldova.

With our attention now firmly on supporting people through the bitter winter months, we’ll be reaching
thousands more people with essential items to help them survive.

People are living in damaged homes without heating or lighting. That’s why we’re providing thermal clothing,
solar lights, water carriers, and stoves with our new partner, NNLPD (https://philanthropy.com.ua/en/about).

https://www.shelterboxusa.org/home-page/aid/
https://philanthropy.com.ua/en/about


We’re also working with ReliefAid (https://www.reliefaid.org.nz/) and Green Chernobyl
(https://greenchernobyl.com/) to provide emergency shelter repair kits. This will help people fix damaged
roofs, seal windows and doors, keep the heat in and make homes watertight.

Gaza
Up to 1.7 million people are displaced in Gaza– that’s more than 75% of the population having no
choice but to shelter in community buildings like schools, makeshift shelters, or out in the open. 

There is severe overcrowding and disease is spreading. People don’t have what they need to protect
themselves or their families from the harsh winter weather.

Items like tarpaulins and rope will help people repair damaged buildings and make shelters watertight.
Blankets, mattresses, pillows, and ground mats will help people stay warm. We are also providing hygiene
kits (diapers, toothbrushes, and sanitary items), water carriers, and kitchen sets for clean water, food prep,
and hygiene. Vital items for people with no belongings and unable to return home.

Access to water, food, and medicine is very difficult. It’s made worse by fuel shortages. Without electricity,
people cannot use lights in the dark evenings, keep warm, or cook food.

Together with our partner MAP (https://www.map.org.uk/), we’ll be sourcing items in Egypt and Türkiye. The
situation is complex, but our aid will reach people via the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and Gaza.

Update 06/05/2024:
Trucks loaded with life-saving aid—including tarps, rope, water carriers, blankets, mattresses, and
floor mats—have successfully crossed into Gaza, and distributions are actively underway by our
local partner, MAPs. These crucial supplies are essential for making temporary repairs to bombed-out
buildings, creating makeshift shelters, and providing warmth and comfort to those caught in the crossfire.

With more than 80% of homes damaged or destroyed and 75% of people in Gaza displaced, this shipment of
emergency supplies is a lifeline. Distributions are ongoing, and more aid is waiting to cross the border.

We are expanding our operations to address the urgent demand and have additional aid en route. Our tents
have arrived in Egypt, and we expect more tents to arrive in Jordan shortly, where our ShelterBox team is on
the ground working through supply chain logistics.

The situation in Gaza remains dangerous, unpredictable, and complex. Despite these challenges, we are
committed to bringing much-needed relief to those affected by this crisis. We are urgently seeking your
support to continue this life-saving work.
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In 2023-24, these clubs supported ShelterBox to the tune of $20,000!

Ashland
Augusta

Covington (2)
Cynthiana

Fleming Co.
Florence

Georgetown (2)
Kenton Co. (2)

London
Louisa

Morehead
Mt. Sterling

Paris
Richmond

Russell
Somerset Pulaski

West Liberty
District 6740 (2)
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While our overall district giving to The Rotary Foundation was down $971 this year (due to a check from one
club which did not make it into the system in time), we did go up in per capita giving to the Annual Fund.

2023 – 24 Annual Fund
We achieved 184.2% of the club goals that were set for a total of $144,131 in giving
Our per capita giving was up at $117.47 per person
We had 1 non-giving club this year

2023-24 PolioPlus
We achieved 133.8% of the goals set by the clubs for a total of $51,699 in giving
10 clubs did not give to PolioPlus

2023-24 Giving listed in Other Funds
 $18,105 

2023-24 Giving listed in Endowment Fund
$10 

The grand total is giving to The Rotary Foundation was $213,945.

Recognitions
Paul Harris Fellows – 82 (down 39 from previous year)
Major Donors – 3 (down from 10 previous year)
EREY – We have 446 members who gave nothing to TRF!!!
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The Rotary Foundation Giving
for 2023-24



As you are planning your budgets this year, please don’t forget about your club’s commitment to
International Service. What better way to be part of helping those far away from our homes but to donate to
ShelterBox?  Last year, the generous clubs in District 6740 donated 18 ShelterBoxes!!!! 
 
Everyone deserves a place to call home. Right now, more than 100 million people around the world have lost
their homes to disaster and conflict. ShelterBox is working to change this. By providing emergency shelter,
tools, and household supplies to displaced families after a disaster, ShelterBox enables families to begin to
rebuild and recover, transforming despair into hope.
 
ShelterBox exists to ensure no one is without shelter after disaster. They often work in places that others
don’t, making sure that they reach families who need support to take the next step in resuming their
livelihoods and rebuilding their communities.
 
Shelter is more than just a roof – it’s a home. It’s the foundation for life, families and communities. It is a
place to feel safe after days or weeks of fear. It offers protection from harsh weather, privacy, and helps to
preserve dignity. It’s a space to heal from trauma. The impact of ShelterBox provides the foundation for life,
for families, for communities.
 
In the past year, ShelterBox supported over 325,000 people in 14 countries. With prepositioned aid,
ShelterBox swiftly responded to crises in Morocco, Malawi, Ukraine, Gaza, and beyond. Now, they need
your help to restock their global warehouses.
 
Emergency shelter can also prevent communities from scattering. This means people stay connected and
build resilience together.
 
When you don’t have to keep moving or worry about where to sleep at night, you can think about tomorrow.
Items like tents, tarpaulins, tools, blankets, mosquito nets, cooking sets and water filters help to meet the
most urgent needs, so you can start to earn a living, send children to school and rebuild your home.
 
Recovery doesn’t happen overnight, but a dry 
and warm place to sleep, prepare meals and be 
with your family is the vital first step.
 
Won’t your club please consider donating at 
least one ShelterBox this year? For more 
information about how to respond by 
purchasing a ShelterBox, please contact 
PDG Jeanne Clark at 
jclarkrotary6740@gmail.com.
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ShelterBox - The Need Continues
By Jeanne Clark, PDG

mailto:jclarkrotary6740@gmail.com
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Scenes from the 
100 Year Celebration in Louisa



Club Presidents - please send Brian Dopp
(brian.dopp@outlook.com) upcoming events you would like to
share with the district. 

Please provide to Brian at least 2 months in advance to ensure
inclusion on this events page.
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Covington Rotary Club Sponsors Youth Exchange Student
By Arnold Taylor

The Covington Rotary Club is happy to be sponsoring a Short Term Youth Exchange this summer. Visiting
us from Finland is Inbound student Anni Nurminen. She arrived in Kentucky on June 15th and will depart on
July 15th, accompanied by our Outbound, Kara Potts, who will live in Anni’s home for a month. 

During her stay, Anni lived in Newport with the family of Will and Sherrie Potts. Anni is 17 and lives in Espoo.
She has been introduced to many Northern Kentucky events and had the opportunity to get close and
personal with horses at Turfway Park. She spoke to the Covington Club on June 25th and told about her
hobbies and her home (where it is pretty much daylight 24/7 at this time of the year). The club looks forward
to hearing from Kara when she returns from Finland.  
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Covington and Florence Rotary Club Co-Host Annual Rotary
Children’s Fishing Outing

By Arnold Taylor

The annual Rotary Children’s Fishing Outing, jointly sponsored by the Covington and Florence Rotary clubs,
was conducted at New Day Ranch located in Verona, Kentucky on Saturday, July 20. Richard Harrison, a
member of the Covington Rotary Club, together with his Co-Chair Paul Feuss from the Florence Rotary Club,
have been working together on this wonderful project for over 25 years. The team hosted 12 children and 6
staff members from CHNK Behavioral Health as well as two other children who were family members of
outing volunteers for a fun morning of fishing education, fishing and a nutritious donut breakfast and pizza
lunch. 

Beth Long, with New Day Ranch, generously allowed us to enjoy her wonderful New Day Ranch facility
again this year. New Day Ranch https://newdayranch.org/ has an outstanding mission to tailor equine-based
techniques to explore emotions, tackle challenges, and encourage development in hands-on workshops for
participants of all ages, abilities and objectives, all at an incredible outdoor setting in Verona, KY. The
Northern Kentucky Fly Fishers provided knowledge, rods and reels and bait to help make our outing
possible. ORSANCO and its Foundation for Ohio River Education provided shirts for the participants and
also three additional volunteers for the event.  Thanks to all for making this such a great event! 
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Rotary Club of Floyd County Is Official!
By Jeanne Clark, PDG

Members of the brand new Floyd County Rotary
Club met for the first time on July 12 at the Floyd
Co. Extension office in Prestonsburg. 

President Kelli Martin welcomed everyone and the
members learned about the importance of the
Four-Way Test from PDG Jeanne Clark. 

PE Susan Kendrick urged members to sign up for
various committees and there was a discussion of
their big Charter Celebration to be held sometime
in September. 

In addition to the Charter members in attendance,
the club gained 4 additional members that day!
Congrats to that fledgling club!!! Amazing start to
the year! 

(Pictured - President Kelli Martin and some of the
members of the Floyd Co. Rotary Club)
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Lexington After Hours Hosts District Governor Xandy Stewart
By Jeanne Clark, PDG

DG Xandy was on hand to install new officers of the Lexington After Hours Rotary Club. Those included
President John Sims, PE Chris Stevenson and Secretary Rebecca Sims. The DG also used the opportunity
to share his vision for the district with club members.
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Louisa Rotary Club News
By Bev Scarberry

On Thursday, July 18, members of the Louisa Rotary
Club got together for their weekly meeting.

Teresa with God’s Food Panty spoke to the club
about the important work being done at their facility.
God’s Food Pantry, located in Louisa, is serving
around half the population in poverty in Lawrence
County. Building relationships with other food
pantries and services is also very important for God’s
Food Pantry. This includes the relationships with
Facing Hunger Food Pantry in Huntington, Lexington
food pantry branches, Walmart, Food City, and
Brown’s Food Service to name a few locally. Scan
cards are also available now to families to make the
process quicker. She also thanked Louisa Rotary
Club and other generous people for volunteering time
to the food pantry.

LayLen Hopson and Riley McClanhan were honored
guests at this week’s meeting as both received
scholarships from the Louisa Rotary Club to go
towards their college careers. Kayla Brown was also
inducted as a new member of the Louisa Rotary
Club.

 
Joining members at the Louisa Rotary Club for the
June 27 meeting was the cast from the upcoming
production of “Tarzan” presented by the Mountain
Movers Theatre Company. They explained the play
and introduced each of their characters. Opening day
will be July 5 and will run through July 14. Please
contact the Mountain Movers Theatre Company for
the exact days and times of the performances.
(Pictured are the cast and crew for upcoming
“Tarzan” production.)

The Soar Country Music Highway concert in Louisa
will be held downtown July 12-13 and will include
Lawrence County native, Noah Thompson in the
lineup. Check out Lawrence County Tourism online
or on Facebook for more information and the rest of
the acts.

Mountain Movers Theatre Company

LayLen Hopson and Riley McClanhan accept
scholarships from the Louisa Rotary Club
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Pikeville Rotary Club Honors Rotarian of the Year

Karen Roberts Prater was honored by the Pikeville Rotary Club as its Rotarian of the Year.
Presentation was provided by President Brett Keene.
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The District Leadership Team
Is Here for YOU!
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